Transportation Committee Meeting

August 30, 2007

7:30 pm; Agenda Item heard beginning 10:40pm (appx.)
Arlington County Board Member
TC Members in Attendance:  Peter Owen, Peter Fallon, Bill Gearhart, Ellen Armbruster, Tim Torma, Eric Murdock
Topic:  Crystal City Planning Process

At the beginning of the agenda item discussion, Anthony Fusarelli, Crystal City project planner with CPHD, Planning Division, provided introductory remarks and shared a brief presentation that provided a background on the Task Force process to date.  This presentation included a very brief presentation on the 1.5 Concept Plan, focusing primarily on the transportation related components of the plan.  

Questions and comments that arose by TC members during the meeting included the following:

· The need to plan for new streets with increased connectivity and providing for the two-waying of streets, wherever feasible.
· What is the status of major infrastructure improvements, such as a 2nd entrance to the Metro station and the proposed changes to Route 1?  Are these items truly implementable, and if so how ill they be funded?
· Need to be reasonable with consideration to the difference between VDOT support and funding.

· Need to consider east-west connectivity improvements between Crystal City and Pentagon City (cannot just look at north-south connectivity).

· How does the Crystal City Plan relate to other Sector Plans; how is it different in scope and scale? What is the relationship to the PDSP process?

· The draft plan concept (1.5 Alternative) does not go far enough to create smaller blocks.

· The 40 year timeframe of this plan should consider more improved connections to both the Mount Vernon Trail and National Airport.

· Need to consider the possibility of future reductions in parking requirements that may be negotiated (as policy) in exchange for other community benefits comparable in value to not providing parking.

· Acknowledgement of potential transportation demands related to future growth, having to rely on primarily an existing transportation infrastructure network (w/ 1 Metro corridor and limited new roads); what will the impacts be?

