Crystal City Planning Process Charrette

Closing Session
Thursday December 7, 2006

The following are the comments received by the audience at the Charrette Closing Presentation.  The lines in italics were responses by the Consultants or Task Force members in reference to the noted comment.

· Increasing E/W connection along 23rd is a good idea, but maybe the walkway underpasses could have service retail such as flower shops and shoe shine shops.

· Eads and Fern- There is a reason there are not connections (traffic in residential neighborhood) we don’t like connections with through traffic.

· Concerned with heights and spread out heights for access to light and air. Need to introduce open spaces to promote a feeling of openness rather than concrete canyon or jungle. 

· Public presentations with 3-D graphics are appreciated to complete the visualization.

· Need to elaborate on current heights. 

· Current Zoning allows up to 180 feet in height depending on the Zoning District
· What type of retail are you thinking about? Duplication of existing stores is not a good thing, i.e. 3 Starbucks in one block. 

· Arts- performing arts- theatre groups have been struggling in the area. Currently there are performances at Clark Street Theatre. Do we really need more theaters?

· Great thing about Crystal City is the affordable housing. What kind of housing is being proposed? Comparable apartment buildings or luxury condos? We should maintain affordable housing component to Crystal City.

· 18th and 20th Street residential buildings- Concern that residents not included in the discussion of these buildings because the buildings are a thorn in the side of the metro neighborhood. 

· Process… who ultimately decides what plan is preferred? Do all of the Task Force members have an equal vote? Are certain issues weighted?

· Task Force collectively recommends action to the Board who ultimately votes for or against the plan or recommends changes to the plan.
· Construction mitigation needs to be a design criterion in the development process. The effects on housing that is remodeled or retrofitted can be tremendous. Effects on amenities and garage are also significant and need to be addressed.

· Recreation parks- need parks for football and swimming.

· North Tract Park is coming soon.

· There is a need for elderly daycare. 
· Define low rise and mid rise buildings as used in your presentation.
· Low Rise = 1-4 Stories

· Mid Rise = stepping up to higher buildings, no defined range

· Questions about phasing? What do you expect to happen in 3 years or in 5 Years?
· There was a request for scheduling the Task Force meetings to accommodate working individuals- Evenings and Weekends are best.  
· Is it possible to web cast Task Force meetings?
· A question on funding? We paid to build Route 1 the way it is today, now are we going to be paying to bring it down? What will be the cost to taxpayers? Will it be like the light rail tax?
· Aurora Highlands resident who is now the Crystal City BID Executive Director believes the plans create Portlandesque type green spaces and pocket parks. She believes that stakeholders should try not to focus on all the negatives.  She believes the residents that are excited about the process are not being heard as much. She also believes the proposed Circle is like Paris rather than DuPont Circle in DC.
· Owners should post information on this process for renters. There needs to be better communication. Renters are underrepresented at these meetings. Renters need to be heard.

· Improving pedestrian access to the airport is a great idea. Residents frequently walk on the 2’ sidewalk at the street overpass to the airport, which is unsafe. They would like a better pedestrian access to the Main Terminal.
· What is the process of narrowing the options down? What is the criterion to decide the final plan? Worried there will be a compromise out of complacency.
· There will be series of studies, will need to balance the options, will use Planning Principles established by the Task Force.

· Principles refer to Crystal City as “THE Primary Economic Engine” – Where did this come from? Have these Principles been adopted?
· Already is economic engine- High percentage of office tenants and as much retail as Tyson’s Corner

· Agree to change “THE” to “A”.
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